Simple methods of forced oral opening for cadavers oriented to causes of fixed jaw.
Forensic dentistry plays an essential role in personal identification procedures. An adequate interincisal space of relatively fresh cadavers would be required to obtain detailed dental findings. We developed novel and simple procedures of oral opening which are oriented to the causes of the fixed jaw and conscious of facial damage. Preliminary inspection disclosed three causes of the difficulty of oral opening, namely exceptional drying or parchmenting, rigor mortis and loss of extensibility of the temporalis muscles. Tenotomy on the temporalis muscles for cases with the last two factors, and/or mandibular periosteal stripping for those with the first one were employed to approach the oral cavity of cadavers, and a desired degree of interincisal opening was attained. Single or combinational operation of these methods is definitely effective to obtain odontological data without altering facial configuration.